
Edmund Stanley Ashton 
 

There’s very little information about Edmund’s service and his death in WW1 apart from his 
name on the memorial at Flaxton. If he was in the merchant navy, as I suspect, there were 
no records kept for that period.  
 
There are a few tantalising clues:  In July 1916 British Postal Service Books show an Edmund 
S Ashton was certified as wireless operator but a place name is not given; E.S. Ashton, 
wireless operator, is on a memorial in Tower Hill London with an inscription of: Mercantile 
Marine; another record suggests that E.S. Ashton was drowned at sea as a result of attack 
by an enemy submarine 12th October 1917 on SS Cape Corso. So, take your pick, they may 
or may not be referring to “our” Edmund but if they were, he was 19 when he was killed.  
 
I might not know much about Edmund Stanley Ashton himself, but I do know about his 
family because they feature on my own family tree. My mother’s cousin, Beatrice 
Snowden’s, sister-in-law married one of Edmund’s brothers (Wilfrid.) 
 
I’ll start with Edmund’s father Sedman Ashton born in 1855. From a family of farm 
labourers, he took a different path and started his own joinery and wheelwright business, 
which was successful and lucrative by all accounts. He turns up in Claxton in 1901 and then 
Flaxton in 1911 at Kiora House where he lived with his family until he died in March 1938. 
Sedman and Harriet Virgo (nee Watts) had nine children; Edmund Stanley was the youngest 
and was born in 1897 in Claxton.  
 
 The whole family were Wesleyans and would have attended the chapel on Strensall Lane (it 
has since been converted to Chapel Cottage.) One of Sedman and Harriet’s children, Ernest, 
took religion a step further and travelled the world including Africa as a missionary/minister 
Seventh Day Adventist; some of his siblings and their children became Adventists too.  
 
Five of Sedman Ashton’s children emigrated to Australia and/or New Zealand. Some farmed 
out there and others followed their father’s trade as joiners and builders. Thirty years after 
emigrating his son, the younger Sedman Ashton and his family, came back to Flaxton from 
New Zealand in 1936 to stay with his father and sister Mabel in Kiora House; his mother had 
died by then. Their intention had been to return to New Zealand, but the advent of WW2 
prevented that for a few years. 
 
The younger Sedman Ashton’s son, also called Sedman, turns up in Exeter in 1942 at a 
Conscientious Objector Tribunal.  He argued he was a NZ citizen, not under British Control, 
he objected to military service, would not take a life and was a Seventh Day Adventist. His 
“application was retained on the register as long as he continued to work in the building 
trade or work on the land.” This presumably meant he avoided prison.  
 
After the war, in 1946, the younger Sedman Ashton, (his wife had died in 1943) and his son 
Sedman sailed back to New Zealand. He persuaded his 55-year-old sister, Mabel, to go with 
them where she lived for the rest of her life. She married Tennyson Middleton when she 
was 83. It was her first marriage and his fourth.   



Edmund Stanley Ashton lived in Flaxton for most of his life with his parents and eight 
siblings. If photographs are anything to go by, they were a musical family. I’d like to think 
this was taken in Flaxton, but it could be Claxton.   

The birth order of the children is as follows so it’s possible to roughly work out who’s who: 
Maurice, Sedman, Ernest, Eveline, Bertha, Wilfrid, Mabel, Nora Virgo, Edmund Stanley (the 
little lad next to his mother.)  

 

 

 

At the end of his life the older Sedman Ashton advertised the sale of his house and cottages 
which shows how successful his joinery, wheelwright and building business was.  
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Sedman died a month after this advert was placed so I suspect he didn’t sell the house 
because a year later his son Sedman and family were living in Flaxton in what looks like 
Kiora House, the family home.   


