
Charlie Cox 
 
Charlie Cox:  Army Service Corps, service number: T/37108 died at sea 3rd June 1917.  
 
The details of his military service and the circumstances of his death are sketchy but they 
show that Charlie lived in Flaxton and enlisted in Malton in 1915. He was a driver in the 
Transport Corps, not of motor vehicles but of horses.  
 
Charlie was born in Full Sutton at the Gate House in 1893, the second of seven children to 
Francis and Hannah Cox (nee Byas.) His father was a railway platelayer from Holme on 
Spalding Moor and worked in Hull, Warthill, Flaxton and Pocklington. Charlie’s youngest 
brother, Fred, is the only one in the family who was born in Flaxton. 
 
The family moved to the railway cottages at Flaxton Station sometime in the early 1900s. In 
1911 his parents and the three youngest children were living in Flaxton. Charlie had left 
home and was working in Sand Hutton on Pastures Farm for John Smith and family. Charlie 
was 17 and a waggoner on the farm, something that made him an obvious choice for the 
Transport Corps in the army. He was well used to handling horses and carts in an age that 
depended on horses for most forms of transport, and working on a farm on rough terrain 
would be perfect training for his work in the army moving supplies to equip the troops.  
That role did not sound as exciting as armed combat to the young men who enlisted, so with 
that in mind the poem on the following page was published to highlight and encourage 
appreciation, at home and abroad, for the work they did. It was all part of the intense 
efforts that were made to recruit more soldiers.  
 
Driffield Times 1st May 1915 

 
 
It’s interesting to note how this advert is tapping into, and generating, the excitement and 
glory of “getting to the front.”  



 
 
 

 

 

 


