
Thomas Temple Dobson 
 

Thomas Temple Dobson was killed in action in France 12th October 1916. He was 22 years 
old.  
 
West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales Own) 12th Battalion (Service) was formed in York 
16th September 1914 as part of Lord Kitchener’s Third New Army, the idea being to train the 
recruits making them ready for action by mid 1916. For this they were taken to camps in 
Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire (one of them was Leighton Buzzard where I live as it 
happens.) Thomas Temple Dobson, service number 14300, was one of those recruits.  
 
The situation in France meant they were required earlier than anticipated so they were 
shipped to France 10th September 1915, after one instead of two years training. They landed 
at Le Havre from where they marched across France to Loos, which is getting on for 200 
miles, and where they suffered heavy casualties.     
In which battle Thomas died on 12th October 1916, I don’t know, but someone with more 
knowledge of the military could probably work it out.  
 
To me it paints a picture of a group of idealistic country boys looking for adventure being 
whisked away from their home and family to the south of England where they knew no one, 
and then a year later being shipped off to France before their training was complete. Three 
weeks after leaving England, and a 200-mile march, they are thrust onto the battlefield. No 
wonder there were heavy casualties.  
 
Thomas Temple Dobson and his family were not from Flaxton. He was born in Dalby in 1894 
the fifth of seven children of John and Alice Ann Dobson (nee Morrill). His father, John, was 
running Cliff Farm from the age of 16 in Dalby where he eventually married and had his 
children.  By 1901 he’s still a farmer and the family are living in Peartree cottage in 
Farlington.  A year later Alice, Thomas’s mother, died leaving seven children between the 
ages of 2 and 13.  
 
So what made Thomas sign up less than a month after the war started? His mother died 
when he was 8 and after that some of his siblings were distributed among relatives, others 
went into service; did that impact on him?  
 
By 1911 John Dobson had lost the farm and is at 91, Huntington Road, York, living with his 
aunt and two of his children, he’s now a farm labourer. Thomas had left home, it’s likely 
that he’d been working since he was 13 or 14, and this is where the Flaxton connection 
comes in.  
 
1911 sees the 16-year-old Thomas Temple Dobson living in Flaxton at Black Averham Farm 
with Walter Lucas and family who employ him. He’s one of three farm servants living there: 
two horsemen, one of which was Thomas, and a 14-year-old labourer. One of Walter Lucas’ 
children was Ivy who was 3 at the time. She was to marry Ambrose Rowlay whose brother 
also died in the war. More on them elsewhere.  
 



Thomas Temple Dobson wasn’t the only one in his family who was in the military. His older 
brother Richard Morrill Dobson was in the Royal Navy from 1915 to 1919 (service number 
K29673). He’d lived with his grandparents after the death of his mother and then moved to 
Consett, Durham as a railway signalman.  
After the war he returned to the same area to resume his occupation as a railway 
signalman. 
 
Another brother, John Robert Dobson was a groom on a stud farm before joining the North 
Riding Battery Royal Field Artillery (Reg. number 3085). He enlisted in November 1915 when 
he was 24 and was in France from March 1918 to April 1919. His sister Gladys was named as 
next of kin. By this time Gladys had married Frederick Scaife who, two years after they were 
married, enlisted in the Royal Engineers as a sapper aged 30. In civilian life he was a joiner, 
which he continued to do after the war.  
 
Their cousin, Robert William Reeve, was a gunner in the Royal Artillery; he lived to tell the 
tale.  
 
So looking at it from Gladys’ point of view, in 1916 she’d lost one brother in the war and had 
two more brothers, a cousin and her husband serving in the military at the same time. 
It illustrates how The Great War impacted on every branch of every family, in one way or 
another, during those years. 
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