
Charles Herbert Hall 
 
Charles Herbert Hall, York and Lancaster Regiment 1st/5th (TF) Battalion.   
Reg Number: 242275. Formerly Northumberland Fusiliers.  Killed in action, France and 
Flanders 13th March 1917. 
 
Charles (known by his middle name of Herbert) was the 9th of his mother’s 11 children. The 
oldest two were his half siblings, being born before his parents Charles Hall and Sarah (nee 
Plows) were married. He was baptised in Flaxton Church 16th October 1884.  
 
All the census returns from 1881 to 1911 show the Hall family living in Flaxton but don’t give 
an address; the only clue is in 1891 when they were listed next door-but-one to the 
Wesleyan chapel (now called Chapel Cottage). Most of the family were agricultural 
labourers including Charles Herbert who would have left home and started work when he 
was 14. In 1901 he turns up as a 16-year-old servant, (horseman on farm), living and 
working in Claxton on the farm of Edmund Plummer and family.  He didn’t stay in farming 
though and by 1911 he was a railway labourer (platelayer) in Warthill boarding with Martin 
Harrison Robson, also a railway labourer, and his family.  It was here that he met his future 
wife Amelia Robson, Martin’s daughter. Incidentally, Amelia’s brother, Harrison, married 
Charles Herbert’s sister, Sarah.  
 
In 1911 Amelia had also left home and was living at 11, Grosvenor Terrace in York as a 
general domestic servant of Frederick Hughes (Wesleyan Minister) and his wife.  
 
Charles Herbert Dobson and Amelia Robson married in Flaxton Church in 1914 and he must 
have enlisted in the army a year two after this. When he was killed in 1917, he left not only 
a widow but also two small children, Herbert (1915) and Henrietta (1916). Maybe Amelia 
lived with her parents after she was widowed, they were used to a houseful; Amelia was 
one of 11 children.  
 
In 1939 Amelia’s living in Flaxton at “The Green” with her daughter Henrietta, next-door-
but- one to Glebe Farm where John Rowlay was farming. His brother Richard was also killed 
in WW1 which illustrates how people were still affected and connected by the events of 
some 20 or so years earlier. It didn’t get any better either. Henrietta married Arthur Sellars 
in 1941 in Flaxton Church and what was his occupation? Sergeant in the RAF. So how did his 
new wife cope with losing her father in one war and potentially losing her husband in the 
second?  
And as for Amelia, she moved to 32 Vyner Street in York where she died aged 85 in 1972 
having been a widow for 55 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


