
Introduction 
 
My aim in putting this together for the Centenary of the end of the Great War   
 was to give the Flaxton memorial a bit more meaning 100 years on, long after all the people 
who knew them have died. By talking about their occupations, where they lived, the 
number of siblings each soldier had and what their parents did, I was trying to put their life 
(and death) into some sort of context.  
 
100 years ago, the people of Flaxton would have known most if not all the young men who 
died. They went to Flaxton School together and worshipped in the church. With the odd 
exception they knew their families too. Some of the men were related: Hedley Outhwaite 
and Richard Rowlay were cousins, others were related by marriage and belonged to the 
same extended family; Edmund Stanley Ashton and Mark Nowlson Raper for example. In a 
small village of roughly 300 people, losing so many young men had a huge effect on the 
whole community.  
 
Most of the men named on the memorial were traceable, in one way or another, to Flaxton 
but some weren’t. I can only conclude that they were employed in the village or 
surrounding area sometime between 1911 and when they signed up. The likelihood is that 
they were agricultural labourers.  
 
I was interested in where the soldiers’ families lived and thought others might be too, 
except it isn’t that easy. The census (taken every ten years from 1841 to 1911), and the 
1939 register often don’t name the houses other than, Cottage, Green, and even more 
frustratingly, Private. However, some of the farms are named like: Draft Farm, Glebe Farm 
and Village Farm; as well as other large houses like: The Lodge, Flaxton Hall (now known as 
Flaxton House), Coronation House and the Blacksmith’s Arms. From this it’s possible to get 
an idea of where people lived by working out how near they are to those named houses. It’s 
also helped by my own knowledge of the village residents.  
 
 But it is only a clue because in some years the houses don’t even seem to be listed in 
chronological order on the census.  
Then there’s the issue of the Township of Flaxton and the Rural District of Flaxton. This 
includes the surrounding area to the village itself so although families are listed as living in 
Flaxton I can tell they are not in the actual village as we know it today.  
Despite all of that I think I’ve been able to give a pretty good idea where Flaxton’s Fallen 
and their families lived.  
 
I was initially only concerned with the social history of WW1 and the impact it had on each 
and every family and how they were all interconnected. Military history is better dealt with 
by others more qualified than me. However, as I tried to piece together the lives of these 
men and their families I did stray into some aspects of military life because it does bear 
some relevance.  
 

       
 

 



Flaxton Station 
 
Flaxton Station is usually named in the census and in military records which is helpful. In 
those days it really was a station, a name it retains to this day even though it has been 
closed to passengers since 1930 and to goods traffic since 1964; the line and the level 
crossing are all that remain.  
 
Technically in Thornton le Clay, the station was always considered as being part of Flaxton, 
albeit on the edge of the village. There were only a few railway cottages, maybe three, a 
station master’s house, police station and police house and the Thompson’s Arms.  
 
Despite there being so few houses the station features heavily in this story. In 1911 alone  
three families from the station were directly affected with what was to come in the next 
four years. Percival Metcalfe’s parents and siblings lived in the police house at Flaxton 
Station.  Charlie Cox’s family lived at the railway cottages. He’d moved by then, but his 
family were still there. Margaret Campey the future wife of Thomas Walker lived in the 
railway cottages too.   
 

Family Connections 
 
Other links from the 1911 census show Percival Metcalfe’s sister, Louisa, was working at 
Claxton Hall at the same time as Hedley Outhwaite. Also, in 1911 Thomas Temple Dobson 
was working at Black Averham Farm for the Lucas Family, whose daughter Ivy was to marry 
the brother of Richard Rowlay.  
 
I’ve mentioned family members of the soldiers, particularly if they too were in the military. 
However, WW1 records are not complete. 60% of them were irretrievably damaged or lost 
completely as a result of enemy bombing in 1940 during the second world war. It’s likely 
that some of the siblings, cousins and even fathers of these young men also volunteered or 
were conscripted, but without the records or family knowledge we don’t know for certain. 
For example, both my grandfathers in Lancashire served in WW1, family members know this 
to be the case, but there are no surviving records that we know of.  
 
I’ve also given a brief account of some family members who lived in Flaxton, but I have done 
a lot more research than is shown here which I’m happy to share with anyone who is 
interested. Contact me if you want to know more.  
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