
Percival Metcalfe 
 
Leading Seaman J/8700 killed as a direct result of enemy action.  
 
Percival Metcalfe was 23 years old when the Louvain on which he was serving was 
torpedoed by a German submarine on 20th January 1918 in the Aegean Sea with the loss of 
230 lives; his body was never recovered for burial. After the ship sank there was a court 
martial, and questions were asked as to whether the disaster could have been avoided; see 
the accompanying notes for more information.  
 
Percival was born in Osbaldwick York 30th December 1894 to John George Alonza Metcalfe 
and Mary Jane (nee Folk.) He and his seven brothers and sisters, born between 1890 and 
1908, lived in several places including Middlesbrough, Huntington and Flaxton, probably 
because of their father’s job in the police force.  The last 11 years of his career, before he 
retired shortly after the war, was as police sergeant at Flaxton Police Station.  
 
Percival signed up for the Royal Navy for 12 years on his 18th birthday. He’s described as 5 
foot 10 ½ inches tall with brown hair, brown eyes and a fresh complexion. The military 
records state his previous occupation was a clerk, (possibly a railway clerk at Flaxton 
Station.)  It also lists the many ships on which he served.  
 
Mary Jane, Percival’s mother died in 1935 in Richmond, her headstone makes mention of 
her husband, “John of Flaxton,” so although they had moved from Flaxton to Richmond 
several years earlier they still considered themselves as Flaxtonians (if there is such a word.)  
 
At least three of Percival’s siblings were married in Flaxton church but it looks as though 
they moved to different parts of Yorkshire afterwards, apart from his sister Louisa Agnes, 
who retained her links with Flaxton. In 1911 she’s a housemaid at Claxton Hall, the home of 
Reginald Bethune, Viscount Garnock, a retired major, and his wife; a country estate with 26 
rooms and 6 servants. She would have known the gamekeeper, Hedley Outhwaite, who 
lived on the estate at the same time and who died in action in 1917 a year before her 
brother. It’s likely that Louisa was in service for the rest of her life. She never married and 
was buried at Flaxton Church on 8th March 1927 aged 33. The headstone has two panels, 
one with her inscription and the other with that of her brother Percival.  
 
Percival is remembered on his sister’s headstone, the memorial at Flaxton lych gate and on 
the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.  
 
 

 
 

The Cottage was the Police Station/ House at Flaxton Station. 


