
Mark Nowlson Raper 
 
Mark Nowlson Raper, my great uncle, enlisted at Flaxton in the Yorkshire Hussars, Alexandra 
Princess of Wales Own, 4th Battalion. Regiment number: 27239.  He was killed in action 15th 
October 1918 aged 38. 
 
Mark was the youngest of eight children, was born in 1879 and baptised at Flaxton Church 
15th February 1880. His father, also called Mark Nowlson Raper, and mother Fanny (nee 
Wade) lived at Westville in Flaxton.  The elder Mark Nowlson Raper was a tailor and draper, 
as were two of his sons (William and Christopher) for a while, but his youngest son, Mark 
Nowlson Raper, was a hay cutter until he enlisted in the army. It seems likely that he did 
other labouring jobs on farms depending on the season. Or maybe he was deployed 
cultivating the extensive garden, growing produce and looking after the livestock. Unlike 
many others of his age, he lived at home for most, if not all, of his life. He never married.   
 
The elder Mark Knowlson Raper had four sons but Christopher (Uncle Kit), is the only one 
who continued to be a tailor (combining it with his job as a rural postman) and lived at 
Westville until he died in 1938. His mother died in March 1914 and shortly afterwards on 
the 3rd June 1914 at Flaxton Church, Christopher Raper and Martha Robinson were married. 
Auntie Marty, as we called her is the sister of Maud Robinson (my grandmother). Beryl 
Cartmell, Maud’s daughter, lives at Westville today.  
 
To illustrate how every branch of every family was affected by The Great War it seems 
appropriate to mention here that Lillie Robinson (sister of Maud above) lost her brother-in-
law, Robert Snowden, from Haxby, when he was killed in action in France in 1916. The 
Robinson’s would also have been affected by their brother, William Beal Robinson enlisting 
in 1915. He was one of the lucky ones and returned home.  
 
The younger Mark Nowlson Raper’s niece, Lillie Raper, was 22 when she married Edward 
Drew in Flaxton Church in 1918 while he was on leave from the army. He was a driver in the 
Royal Field Artillery and appears to have survived but I haven’t found definite evidence 
either way. As far as I can make out, they only had one child; they named him Bertram Mark 
Nowlson Drew. Unhappily, Bertram suffered the same fate as his great uncle and was killed 
in action at Dunkirk in 1940. He was 21 years old.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The previous page shows Westville on the far left of the picture, the home of Mark Nowlson 
Raper and family. In those days it was three cottages and was straight on the pavement with 
no railings. Next door is the barn which is the present-day site of New Cottage.  
 
Below: Uncle Kit (Mark Nowlson Raper’s brother) and Auntie Marty in the back garden of 
Westville with their two nieces in the 1930s.   


