
Richard Arthur Rowlay 
 
Sergeant Richard Arthur Rowlay: Lancashire Fusiliers 11th Battalion, service number: 24045 
Residence: Flaxton. Enlisted: York. Theatre of war –Balkans. Date of entry 12th September 
1915 (not sure if this is when he enlisted or if it’s when he was posted abroad) Presumed 
dead 20th April 1918. He was 22. 
 
Richard Rowlay was Hedley Outhwaite’s cousin, both were killed in action in the Great War, 
both lived in Flaxton, both are listed on the Flaxton memorial. 
 
Richard was born in Sutton, the third of six children of John Rowlay and Eleanor (nee 
Swales).   Shortly afterwards the family moved to Flaxton and lived at Draft Farm and later 
Coronation Cottage (now known as Coronation House). His father was variously described 
as a farmer and later on as a carrier on the farm. When he died in 1921 John Rowlay was 
living at Coronation Cottage but when his widow Eleanor died in 1937, she was again at 
Draft Farm. The most likely explanation is that her son William Henry had taken over the 
farm and she was living with him after she lost her husband. Both John and Eleanor Rowlay 
are buried at Flaxton Church.  
 
Back to Richard Arthur Rowlay who died in the war: In 1901 he was living with his family at 
Draft Farm Flaxton but by the time he was 14 he’d moved to Sutton Forest working as a 
farm servant along with another 14-year-old lad. They were living with the farm bailiff, 
William Woodliffe and family. Three or four years later he filled in his attestation papers to 
become a soldier and must have done pretty well because he had been promoted to 
sergeant at the time of his death in 1918. That is about as much information as I can find on 
him.  Did he respond to the recruiting initiative in 1914 detailed below?  

 



Four of Richard Rowlay’s siblings retained their links to Flaxton.  
John Robert Rowlay, the eldest, turns up at Glebe Farm in Flaxton in 1939 with his wife 
Elizabeth (nee Peacock) and three of their children. The only one to be baptised in Flaxton 
was the youngest, David Lawrence in 1937 and sadly he died the following year aged 7 
months and is buried at Flaxton.  
 
The next brother, William Henry, probably farmed at Draft Farm before running a farm in 
Sherburn.  The next brother was Buttery, he seems to have had a bit of a colourful history.  
 
Richard’s only sister, Emma, married William Ellis Pickup when she was 16 and he 35, in 
1916 a year before he enlisted in the army. His military records show that he was a farm 
foreman and lived in Coronation House. They had three children, all baptised at Flaxton 
Church even though for some of that time they lived in Claxton. By 1939 they were living 
apart, William in Claxton and Emma with her brother William in Tadcaster.  
 
Richard’s youngest brother was Ambrose Malcolm Rowlay (known as Moll) born 24th 
October 1906 at Draft Farm in Flaxton; on the 25th December of that year he was baptised in 
Flaxton Church. In 1936 Moll married Ivy Lucas, the daughter of Walter and Annie Elizabeth 
Lucas of Black Averham Farm. Ivy knew Thomas Dobson, who appears on the Flaxton 
memorial plaque on the lych gate because he was a servant on her parents’ farm, Black 
Averham, where they all lived in 1911.  
 
Moll and Ivy lived in Coronation House for the whole of their married lives; the home that 
had once been occupied by his parents. Moll was a joiner; he may have been apprenticed to 
the Ashton family in Kiora House; another family who’d lost a son in the Great War.   
 
In 1956 Moll was appointed as a postman and was well known in Flaxton, delivering the 
post. His wife died when she was 54 and 14 years later in 1975, Moll died. Both are buried 
at Flaxton.  
 
 
 
 
 
  


