
Thomas Walker 
 
Thomas Walker:  Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 3rd/4th Battalion: Service number 33414 
(or maybe 35414) from where he was transferred to the Labour Corps. Regimental number: 
594414. Details from the CWGC website. 
He died in Flaxton 13th March 1919.  
 
For some reason Thomas is not listed on the war memorial but he does appear in 
documents listing deceased soldiers’ effects showing he was considered to be a soldier. He 
is buried in Flaxton and the grave of “Private T Walker, Kings Own Yorks”, is marked by a 
headstone which was put there in more recent times, perhaps in 2014 to commemorate the 
start of WW1.  
There are no other records of Thomas’ military service except for the one above naming his 
widow and the amount outstanding owed to her which was £14.2s.11d including £11.10s 
war gratuity.  
 
Thomas was born in 1888 in Harrogate, the son of Francis and Desina Walker (nee Ness). His 
father had a range of occupations which don’t quite add up, from shoemaker to navvy gang 
master to farmer. In 1911 Thomas was said to working on his father’s farm in Kettlesing, 
Birstwith, Leeds.  
 
The connection Thomas had with Flaxton was through his wife Margaret Campey. She was 
born and brought up in the village and lived in one of the railway cottages at Flaxton Station 
with her parents; her father was a platelayer. Maybe Thomas worked on the railway too and 
that’s how he met Margaret, before he enlisted into the army, or maybe he worked on a 
farm nearby. Whatever happened, when he returned home, they married at Flaxton Church 
25th January 1919. Sadly, he died a few weeks later aged 29. Was it the effects of injuries 
sustained in the war?  
 
Margaret’s parents are buried in Flaxton: Edward in 1920 and Jane in 1915. I can’t find a 
record of Margaret, perhaps she remarried.   
 
 


