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Parish Councillors Present:  Steve Axford (SA)  
    Ian Craven (IC) 
    Derek Leetham (DL) - Chairman 
    Charles Lewin (CL) 
    Richard Tonkyn (RT) 
 
In Attendance:   Hannah Revis (HR) – Parish Clerk 
    Councillor Caroline Goodrick 
    Maggie Farey  
         
Public Present: Three 
 
 
DL commenced the meeting by reminding all participants that the meeting will be recorded and 
retained for one year from the publication of the approved minutes. 
 
 
23/21  To receive apologies for absence and reasons given 
 
None 
 
24/21  To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda  
 
SA declared his interest in any Green Gait related topics due to him being the Chairman of the 
Committee.  
SA declared his interest in the planning applications listed for works to be carried out on trees in a 
conservation area as he is the applicant. 
 
25/21   To confirm the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 18th February 2021  
 
The minutes for the Parish Council Meeting on 18th February 2021 having been prepared and 
circulated were agreed to be a true and fair record. Proposed CL, seconded RT 
 
26/21  To receive information about the following ongoing initiatives and decide 

further action where necessary:  
 

1. Speeding 
 
RT reported that the research process is being held up by the ongoing pandemic however by the 
end of the month he hoped to have a one-page summary document which illustrates all of his 
findings.  
CL commented that the VAS survey that had previously been circulated in the village was perhaps 
too simplistic in terms of only being 2 questions and that if this is a viable option for the village a 
more robust questionnaire should be carried out. 
DL recommended caution to be exercised once all options are available in any recommendations 
as representing the views of the village. 
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27/21  To discuss long-standing matters: 
 

1. Parish Plan 
 
DL welcomed Maggie Farey to the meeting.  
Maggie had been able to review the collated list of topics which the Parish Councillors had 
suggested to be included within the Parish Plan ahead of the meeting and she has advised it 
to be a very good and comprehensive list. 
In time for the May meeting Maggie will, on behalf of the Parish, devise a framework of 
suggested questions to enable this to move forward. 
 

2. Annual Parish Meeting 
 
Following much discussion and there being currently very little advice available it was 
agreed that a remote Annual Parish Meeting would be held which would simply cover the 
last two years since the elections of 2019 as it is too soon to be able to conduct group 
gatherings. 
It was agreed this would be done without a guest speaker this year.  
The Annual meeting of the Parish Council would follow the Annual Parish Meeting as it 
usually does. 
 
 
28/21 Public Session – The Parish Council will, time permitting, adjourn the council 

meeting for a short time to allow for public comment and questions  
 
Air BnB complaint  
There has been a complaint to the Parish Council regarding the Air BnBs being run at Copperfield. 
It is alleged that there is now 3 locations within the site however there has only been permission 
granted for 2. The complainant has already contacted Ryedale and this is being progressed 
through the relevant channels and an officer assigned. 
The owners, Mr & Mrs Richardson, confirmed that the third property was built some 7 years ago 
and has since become obsolete from its original use so they thought they would “test the water”. 
As this has proved to be successful, they will now be applying for retrospective planning 
permission as soon as practically possible. 
In terms of the allegation that people have been staying during lockdown, Mr & Mrs Richardson 
agree that they were potentially a little naïve however people have taken advantage and despite 
the majority of those people who were staying were working or part of a childcare bubble, there 
had been one occasion where the reason for stay offered had not been the truth. 
 
 
29/21  To discuss new planning applications received  
 
Application: 21/00142/CAT Notice to fell trees in a conservation area 
 
No issues with the application 
 
  
30/21 To discuss matters raised by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
 
1. Bookkeeping Records to date 
 
HR had circulated a bookkeeping spreadsheet which included the Community account bank 
reconciliation totalling £4,508.08, along with a receipts/payment’s cashbook, and an income 
and expenditure report including variance to budget. 
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The Business Money Manager account has a balance of £2,052.41.  
 
Combined total of both accounts £6,560.49 
 
 
 

2. There were 4 payments to approve this month: 
 

 Clerk Fees Jan – March 2021 
 HMRC PAYE Jan – March 2021 
 Zoom Costs May 2020 – March 2021 £143.90 
 Website Hosting £216.00 

 
All four invoices were approved for payment. 
 

3. To review and approve the Parish Risk Assessment 
 
The Parish Risk Assessment having been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting 
was approved for the forthcoming year. The Public Liability insurance was confirmed as 
being £10,000,000.00 
 
 
31/21  To report on any new correspondence received by the Council  
 

1. Consultation on Government Services 
 
The general opinion was that this should be completed on a personal level rather than as a Parish 
Council collectively. 
Cllr Caroline Goodrick advised that if a Parish Councillor is indeed going to submit a personal 
response then they should declare their position as a Councillor and note that their response is 
that of a personal nature.  
Cllr Goodrick also advised that the NYCC proposal for a Single Unitary Council could be found by 
searching “A Case for Change” within the NYCC website. 
  
 
32/21  To receive matters raised by members 
 

 
 

1. White Rose Caravan- DL has received a complaint regarding the website for this facility 
with the allegation that there was too much nudity displayed and that it had the potential to 
cast the village in a bad light. 
It was unanimously agreed that this was not a matter for the Parish Council and that having 
had a brief review of the website, there was no immediate concern. 

2. SA & DL reported ongoing fly tipping waste which had not been attended to on York Lane. 
HR will contact Faye Snowden and Street Scene for a resolution. 
 

3. Cllr Goodrick reported that there is ongoing uncertainty around how Parish and Town 
Councils will continue to hold meetings moving forward. The Local and District Council staff 
are continuing to work from home and with the increased levels of technology available this 
may be allowed to carry on for much longer. Legally remote meetings should end in May 
however there could be further information distributed nearer the time. 
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Caroline is working on developing a Members Portal where issues can be uploaded and 
can form a single point review platform for concerns relating to a particular village/area. 
Regarding the footpath to the station, the Parish Council have expressed ongoing concern 
regarding the state of the footpath and the safety of the users. 
Particular concern are the children who have to use the footpath for waiting for the school 
bus. 
Caroline agreed to raise this with the footpath safety officer and integrated passenger 
transport to see if an alternative solution can be offered for the children in the short term. 
 

 
 
33/21  To confirm the dates of the future meeting(s) of Flaxton Parish Council to be 

held (via Zoom in the short term) at 7.00pm 
 

15th April 2021, 20th May 2021, 17th June 2021 
 
The meeting closed at 20.17 hrs  
 


