FLAXTON PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIR’S REPORT - 2025/26 (21** May 2026)

Introduction & Acknowledgements

At the Annual Parish Meeting the Chair is required to summarise the business of the Council
over the previous year and provide a view of what the next year may hold.

Firstly, | would like to thank my fellow council members for their work over the year. We
were pleased to welcome Dave Hudson in July to replace Juliet who had stepped down at
the end of the previous year.

I would also like to thank Anna Jackson our Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer who has
served us well for the last eighteen months and sadly will be leaving us at the end of this
month. There is therefore a vacancy for a part-time paid Clerk which we will be advertising.

Thanks also to Caroline Goodrick our North Yorkshire Divisional Councillor who has attended
several meetings and provided advice and guidance and helped us to gain access to the right
people in North Yorkshire Council.

Council Meetings

Over the year we’ve held eleven monthly council meetings. We had to cancel one at short
notice due to a councillor being poorly and re-schedule another after a diary malfunction.
Overall councillor attendance rate has been around 90%.

Planning Matters

We are a statutory consultee on planning applications and changes to planning conditions in
the area and we are also notified of tree works.

Last year | reported a less than satisfactory communication from the Local Planning
Authority and regrettably things have not improved. We're still experiencing last minute
notifications and documents missing from the Planning Portal.

We’ve had nine development applications, thirteen tree works notifications, and three
applications to change planning conditions. We’ve also commented on two ‘out of area’
applications which may affect our community (Blackdale Mill, Jinnah).

Village Maintenance

Over the past few years, we have cultivated a good working relationship with the local North
Yorkshire Highways team which we believe, along with lobbying from villagers and Caroline,
has helped to bring about some notable improvements including:

1) Footpath resurfacing from Back Lane to the level crossing

2) Road resurfacing along Scotchman Lane

3) Road resurfacing along Barney Lane

4) Repair of the wooden gateway fencing at the old cattle grid and the supply of paint

We’ve taken on and organised several routine maintenance activities ourselves:
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1) Painting of the gateway at the former cattle grid - Steve

2) Tidying of benches around the village - Derek

3) Grass cutting of visibility splays at the 30mph junctions

4) Litter picking along the roadside verges with villagers in the summer

We’ve also replaced the defibrillator battery, pads and had the phone box housing the
defibrillator painted.

Speeding
Speeding continues to be an issue in the village and so we’ve taken several actions.

1) Caroline helped to arrange a week-long vehicle speed survey at The Kell conducted in
April 2025.

2) Once we had obtained the vehicle speed data, we analysed the results and published a
report which amongst other things showed that 57% of vehicles had exceeded the speed
limit, with commercial vehicles the main culprit.

3) We then acted on the results to:

a. Discuss speed reduction options with the Road Safety Team at NYC.

b. Meet with the Safety Camera Deployment Officer to agree more speed camera
locations within the village and along York Lane.

c. Investigate the feasibility of deploying a Vehicle Activated Speed Sign to deter
speeders.

d. Budget to purchase and install a moveable Vehicle Activated Sign that can be
deployed at two locations in the village (north and south end).

Budget and Precept

We have budgeted around £7,500 to purchase and install the Speed Sign in this new council
year. Consequently, we had to increase the precept as a one-off by around 58% from £4,750
to £7,500 to purchase the sign.

If we had not included the VAS project this year’s precept would have been around £4,845
so the precept contribution to the project in is £2,855. We’ve found the balance by reducing
the reserves we are required to hold and by generating additional income from grass cutting
last year and this year.

I'd expect the precept to revert to the previous level next year.
Parish Elections 2027

Finally, as parish councillors we ae now in our last year of a five-year term. This time next
year there will be elections in North Yorkshire presenting an opportunity for villagers who
are interested in becoming Parish Councillors to represent the village.
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